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Noms. CXXIX. 


The Prompter. 





O, JupcMENT, thou art fled to Brutifb Beatts, 


And MEN have \oft their Reafon. 


Shakefp. Jul. Czf. 





TuESDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 1736. 


—" 





COME nowtoa Difcharge 
® of my Promife, in due Re- 
verence of fome ModeftGen- 
tlemen, of Drury Lane The- 
atre: and,havechofen That 
Epithet,of Modeft,asa Mask, 
behind which Theywill hard- 
ly be /ook’dfor ; fo may con- 
INBANE ‘ tinue to hide themfelves, as 
long as they think proper. 
To punifh the Malicious, w1TH MaLice, were, 
at once, the Eafief? Thing in the World, and the 
moft Popular: For, the fharpeft Affiction, when it 
.» falls upon Infolence, and Vanity, neither obtains, nor 
» deferves, our Compaffion. Yet, there is a Kind of 
_ MEANNESs, in defcending to oppre/s, even OPPREs- 
* sors, whom their Situation, in Life, expofes, and 
days open, to our Infults: And, from This Reflexion, 
alone, Certain Workers in the Dark derive Coxceal- 
ment, and Impunity. 

Yer, I wou’d not have them flatter themfelves, 
that They fhall, a/ways, efcape, thus fortunately.— 
Let mé advife thera, with Hamlet, to AssUME a 
Virtue, if they have it not, For, Indignation, at 
laft, taking Place of Forbearance, their Want of 
Humility may be fupplied, by an Excefs of Morti- 

cation : 
f Ir is above a Week, fince I receiv’d the following 
Letter, from a Young Gentleman, the remarkable 
Succefs of whofe Merit (in thefe People’s own Way) 
rovok’d a Publick, and Silly, Difcovery of their 

Nvy, in an Outrage, which He baffled, and de- 
fpis'd, with a SprriT, as /uperior, as his GENIUs : 

ut, tho’ it became Him very well, in Refentment 
of fo indecent, and unjuft, a Violation of good Senfe, 
and good Manners, to REFUSE, as he did, to indulge 
the Impotence of their Malice, a fecond Defeat , or, 
rather, to give it fuchg CorrEcTION,'as his Friends 
were, with Difficulty, withheld from beffowing upon 
it———=m Yet, the Towa, and thofe Perfons of Di- 
ftinction, to whofe Judgment Incapable Players af- 
fume the Authority of Setting Bounds, can have no 
Recompence made them by the umanimated Pro- 
moters of this Infult, Equivalent to the Delight they 
ate robb’d of, in a Gentleman’s Performance, fo, 
beyond all Comparifon, Superior, to the Bunglers, 
[ hint at, in an Art, which they are paid, for di/- 
gracing. 





‘To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


SIR 
; [' you look back upon a former Paper, where- 
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in you were, perhaps, as much too partial (to 

Youthy vyou will remember by the Name of 

© Osman) &s fome Difturbers of the Publick Plea- 

© fure have defcended, lately, to appear too Brutal, 

* It will not, I hope, be thought unreafonable, that 

* I carry my Complaint, to Him, who promoted my 
© Mifcarriage. 

* MisGuIDED by Your Reafonings, and (I fear) 
Prencourag’d by Your Praifes, [ MistooK the drt 
© of Acting; and judg’d Force, and Thought, and 

© Aptitude, and Paffion, to be neceflary Qualitics : 


B 


; Whereas, alas! Thefe Things are, All, Chimera’s. 
> —There were Players, indeed (kind, good-natur’d 
Players !) {0 difcerning, as to tell me fo: And, 
_ When, at laft (obliging Creatures!) they perceiv’ 
_ me obftinate, in YOUR wrong Way, they grew, 
fo unexpectedly, and actively, my Friends, as to 
. engage, for my Converfion, the perfwafive Influ- 

ence of a Mufical Society, call’d Peuny Trum- 
peters. 

* Ir is true, This Inftrumental Eloquence, of 
their providing, was interrupted, and di/courag’d, 
in its Defcent from its clofe Quarters, by the 
rougher Rhetoric of Hands, and Hearts, below ; 
Which, itill, tenacioufly, adher’d to YouR OLD 
Error, that an Aétor’s Perfon fhou’d affume the. 
} Character ; his Face exprefs the Paffions ; and his 

Voice convey the Spirit of his Sextiments. 

To {peak plainly, fr. Prompter, when I (who 
acted, as a Volunteer, and had difclaim’d all Incli- 
Nation to proceed a Player) perceiv'd it in the 
Power of a few mifled, light, Spirits, to fubvert 
the Decency of Reafoz, and DiIsTURB the Prai- 
Ses, which they came, with Purpofe, to PREVENT, 
had they been able, I concaivd it needlefs to con- 
tinue an Alarm, in Perfons, whom I'had no Mean- 
ing to fupplant : So, rather chofe to difappoint 
thofe Friends, who wifh’d no better an OsMan, 
than my little Skill had furnifh’d them, than fee the 
Boxes fuffer Infult, from the Galleries, in Vindi- 
cation of the Players Sober ART, of Ading, with- 
out DiscoMPosuRE, againft the Danger of a bad 
‘Example, which prefum’d to think, Rese MBLANCF. 
fhou’d be found, in Reprefentation. 
© As for Your Part, Mr. Prompter, expect, no 
longer, that young Players fhou’d follow your ex- 
ploded Rules, of Erring, in Purfuit of Nature - 
No—the eafy, and experienc’d, O/d Pracitioners 
of the SraGE have furnifh’d them with better 
Leffons.—f will give you, for your own Improve- 
Ment, a Compendium of THEIR SysTEM ; after 
I have told you, firft, a Story, you may pleafe to 

[mile at. 

* THE Colonel of a Spanifh Regiment of MuLeEs 
Was willing to improve the 4ir, and Spirit, of his 
Quadrupeds, and borrow’d a Friend’s Horsr 
which he turn’d loofe, among the Herd, in Hopes, 
that the poor Loppers might derivea little Smart. 
nefs, from his Motion, and learn to neigh, like Hor- 
fes, under Benefit of his Example: But, the Mu- 
leteers, whom Cuftom had convinz’d, that MuLEs 
had, naturally, a nobler Grace, than Horsss | 
* drew in a confederate Club of Asses, to pottefs 
* the neighbouring Hills ; and Bray, with fuch 
* Harmonious Uxifon of Spirit, that the Horfe’s 
© Neighings not being heard in the Concert, the 
© Mules, improving but their natural Gift, learnt 
© All, to bray, more brutifbly, in Emulation of their 
© Kinfimen : Whereupon the Horse (half angry. 
* halt confounded) broke the Pales, indignantly ; 
* and left their Melody, uninterrupted, for the fu- 
ture.—And, it is from This Heroical Exploit, that 
‘ Asses, to this Day, throughout the Mediterranean 
‘ are honour’d with the < of THE KincG OF 
© SPAIN’s TRUMPETERS. 
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¢ So much for the Story ; and now follows the gudicioxufly, REJECTED, two Years fince, When re- 


SoStsTEMy: whigh; fipte it was recommendedtome, 
© “behind the Scenes, cannot, inmere Gratitude, do 
© lefs (after having turns 

€ pofitionto That, whidh, 

© You call’d The AeroR’sy 
© ER’s Epitome. 


tle This: PhePL»r- 


The PLAYER’s Epitome. 


LAY on, andnever THINK; by Thought, confin'd, . 
+ - Yowrwill but st Rain your Body,and your Mind; 
Stalk,at-full Eafe; All toilfome Action flight ; 
Nor Sweat, in Jeft, to do feign’d-Paffion Right. 
Poke a flunk Neck; and,with your Chin,ELaTe, 
Turn from the Stage, and STARE, upon the Great : 
Your own Speech fi Eye the tame Audience, round, 
Why foould Youtliften,:to Another’s Sound ?— 
With Shoulders round, and {quab-—-and changelefs Face, 
Swell, without Grandeur :—Step, iz Scorn of Grace. 
Nor paufe, wor vary ; but, whene’er you rife, 
Be Noisy—and, all meaner Rules defpife. 
Seem your full SELr—no borrow’d Lights difplay, 
But, roundly, troll your unfelt Words away ; 
Shun Emphafis; Diftinguifh Nothing, ftrong, 
Fumbling a mingled Mafs of Senfe along : 
No Spirits wafte—relax’d your Sinews keep, 
And, dangling doleful, yawn my Lords to Sleep. 
Paint Nothing :—bxt, unmov’d, ad calm, within, 
Spit, whew you end, and, with a—Hauk, begin. 


£ You have, here, Mr. Prompter, the whole Art 
© of the Modern Stage : It was due to your good 
‘ Nature, that I fhould undeceive you, in your 
© Miftakes :—Thete, | affure you, are the reigning 
© Accomplifhments; and you may hear them applaud- 
© ed, Every Tragedy Night, at His Majefty’s The- 
© atre Royal, if you diftruft the Intelligence of 


Your oblig’d, however mifguided, 
Humble Servant, 


OsMAN. 





I aM far from blaming the Author of this enter- 
taining Letter, for That Coxtempt, with which He 
treats a moft malignant Sett of People, who have 
richly deferv’d, at his Hands, whatever is imbitter’d, 
or reproachful. 

Bur, the Prompter muft take Leave to confider, 
in a different Light, the Affair, which gave Occafioz 
to fo very unufual a Subject. 

IF common, and incapable PLayers (of the 
dulleft and moft wooden Manufacture) not content 
to efcape, Themfelves, the Hiffes, fo confefs’d to be 
due, totheir Deficience in a Trade, which They live 
by, fhall dare enrol a Party, to infult a Gentleman 
(xo Player) in his voluntary Condefcenfion to be- 
friend thefIntereft of their MasrER—It is Time for 
AUDIENCEs tolook about them, and refolve to mor- 
tify [uch Arrogance , or give up, for the Time to 
come, all Hopes of feeing, on the Stage, any other 
Paffions warmly acted, than Thofe, of Exvy, and 
ill-Nature. 

But, to expofe, as it’deferves, the Gezius of the 
Place, This very Tragedy, of Zara, was (it feems) 
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commended, by the T'ranflator, for the Benefit of 
Bhi sox a why, afterwards, died, ix 






ivate Theatre ; as | 
; rge, in my Goth Px- 
per. At That Timté, Psaw the Writer of the fore- 
going Letter (nay, Seven Audiences, Seven, juftly 
charm d, and applauding, Audiences, of the bet 
Rank, and Judgment, /2w Him, afterwards) com- 
paffionately acting This great Character, 6f Os\tan 
(for the Intereft of poor Lufigwan) and acting it, 


eet y > oS ak 
with all the Grace, Force, Beauty, and Propriety, the 


‘Character cou’d poffibly fuftain; and, even, giving 


it (to fay,’at once, the wtmoft, in His Praife) more 
HEIGHTHENINGS, than wehave lately feen it robb'd 
of Requistres, bya PLaYER ; who, with all the 
ufual Judgment, and Prefumprion, of the Treop, 
LEFT ouUT the Paffions, in the Character, bacanfe 


He cou’d.not reach them; and besbutcher’d 4 the * 


Softneffes, becaufe He cou’d not compre/eAd them. » 
I faw Him, too, AGAIN, when He.appéar’d, in 


the fame Character, the firit Nighé-the* Play was | 


acted, at the Theatre, in Drery Lége,.to which 
Houfe, [am affur’d, by Thofe, who'fRii} maintain 
it to be Fad, It had been GIVEN, gkagis, merely 
at His Requeft;—And (chiefly too at Hts Requett) 
attended with fuch other Acts, of Favour, and Ad- 
vantage, tothe Players of ‘That Houfe, rhat,- when 
I recollect the“Treatment, They are known to have 
procurd Him, I remain uncertain, at whish I ought 
to be aftonifh’'d, sof, the vile Ingratitude,and Ba/e- 
nefs, of the Player’s Attempt ; or the never to bé 
forgotten Submiffion of an AUDIENCE, fo unreafon- 
ably infulted, and, fo tamely forgiving the Infult! 

THERE may be HoustHoLp Fooxs (for Aught 
I know) of Dullnefs, thick enough, to feel x0 Dif- 
ferences ; But, 1 am fure (among the AupIENcE) 
there coud not be a JUDGMENT, {0 deprav'd, as 
not to KNow, and own, in Spite of Prejudice, that 
hardly ever Part was look’d, or {poke, or adfed, with 
more beautiful Propriety, and lefs Affectation ! 
To what, then,’ are We FALLEN! and, when, or 
whence, mult we expect to fee Improvement, on 
our Theatres ! | 

For my Part, I begin to look upon the Stage, 
asa Deap Bopy, without Hopes of Refurredtion : 
—It’s Managers (to own the Leaft) provided they 
GET Money enough, are quite izd:fferent to the 
Plays, or.Playing, whence they draw their Profit :. 


and, if, in fuch a proftiruted State of Management,y... 
neither Court, nor Town, COMPELS a Reformation ,y 





farewel all Profpect of Reviving SENsw ! Hail, 
Harlequin t.and Wantonnefs! and Darknefs! and 
Corruption ! 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


F, after the foregoing Hint, how unfurmountably 
deficient and unequal an OsMAN, has been puth’d 
upon the Publick, the Mamager declines to order 
One of his reputed Beft Tragedians, into ‘Thar 
wrong d Character, the Town will, naturally, ex 
ect to fee the Director of a Rival Theatre laying 
Hold of the Advantage, and demonftrating, there- 
by, the wot exough obfere’d Superiority of H1s Com- 
pany, for Tragedy. 
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Printed for T. Coors R, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row : Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
taken in, And where the former Numbers may be had. [Price Two-Pence.} 
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